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Meeting Held Virtually via Zoom 

Minutes 

 

1. Welcome and Roll Call – Mr. Saleh called the meeting to order at 11 a.m. Mr. Conklin called 

the roll call. 13 counties were present. A quorum at the beginning of the meeting. 

2. Presentations 

a. Chris Cane, PE, CFM 

Mr. Cane’s presentation highlights recent changes to the NJDEP Stormwater and Flood 

Hazard Area rules, as well as anticipated upcoming rule changes. Mr. Cane stated that in 

2021, the State engaged with Cornell University to look at precipitation data across the 

state. These State and Regional studies confirmed increases in precipitation data across 

New Jersey over the last 20 years and project further increases in precipitation intensity 

over the coming decades. On December 5, 2022, the State published proposed 

amendments to both the Stormwater Management Rules and the Flood Hazard Area 

Regulations which were adopted and effective immediately on July 17, 2023. As of July 

2024, all municipalities will have to adopt the new rules. 

b. Laura Kerr, Research Coastal Engineer - Stevens Institute of Technology, Coastal 

Resilience Specialist - NJ Sea Grant, NJCRC 

Ms. Kerr began her presentation about the New Jersey Coastal Resilience Collaborative 

(NJCRC) by introducing her colleagues and co-facilitators, Dr. Tom Harrington and Dr. 

Jun Cheng. Ms. Kerr gave an overview of the mission, methods, and goals of the New 

Jersey Coastal Resilience Collaborative. NJCRC is a professional network established to 

foster sustainable and resilient coastal communities and ecosystems by generating 

informed action, which they do by advancing science, informing policy, and enabling 

community action. It has 75+ partner organizations from the State, County, Federal 

agencies, municipalities, state and private universities, non-profit and for-profit groups, 

national estuary programs and reserves, advocacy groups, and regional planning groups. 
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Ms. Kerr ended the presentation by encouraging anyone who wants to get involved to 

contact herself or one of her co-facilitators. 

 

c. Jason L. Kasler, AICP, PP, Executive Director, New Jersey Planning Officials 

Mr. Kasler led a discussion regarding the New Jersey Planning Officials. The NJPO is 

neither a State agency, nor a professional organization. NJPO is a non-profit 501(c)3 tax-

exempt organization. They provide educational services, support and provide 

information to municipal planning boards of adjustment and elected officials. NJPO 

thrives on the volunteer work of dedicated municipal board members. NJPO members 

receive a Planner newsletter six times a year which features a spotlight section 

highlighting things like what makes New Jersey an interesting place to live, something to 

do with land use, etc. Mr. Kasler stated that he wants to do a Spotlight on the counties, 

starting with Atlantic, and asked for input from the counties about what makes their 

county unique. He also stated that the NJPO is accepting nominations for achievements 

in planning. 

 

3. Business 

a. December 2023 Meeting Minutes: Virginia Michelin – Mr. Conklin (Warren) made a 

motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Bradford (Passaic). All voted in favor. 

b. Treasurer’s Report: Kamal Saleh – Mr. Saleh shared his screen to show the financial 

report. Opening balance as of 12/31/23 was $11,793.46. The report includes the fees for 

the holiday meeting such as the 2023 Scholarship Award and supplies. Ms. Michelin 

stated that the 2024 budget has $150.00 as dues which is the same as last year, while 

the alternative has $200.00 as dues. Mr. Conklin (Warren) and Ms. Giarratana (Hudson) 

stated that their counties were in support of the alternative budget. Ms. Giarratana 

motioned to approve the treasurer’s report, seconded by Mr. Stanuikynas (Burlington). 

Mr. Conklin took a roll call vote: 

YES     NO 
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Atlantic 

Burlington 

Hudson 

Hunterdon 

Mercer 

Middlesex 

Monmouth 

Morris 

Ocean 

Passaic 

Somerset 

Sussex 

Union 

Warren 

4. Agency/Partner Updates 

 a. Donna Rendeiro – SPC/OPA 

 Ms. Rendeiro believes that they will be able to bring the State Plan to the commission 

 for their April meeting. A preliminary/internal draft of the plan was sent to the

 commission members and interagency people and Ms. Rendeiro asked for comments 

 back by the end of February for a second draft which will likely be presented to the  

 commission. 21 hearings need to be held in 45 days. Ms. Rendeiro also stated that they

 are close to deciding what mapping protocols will look like and that they should be

 available for viewing by the end of March. She asked that if any counties have not

 filled out the questionnaire, to please do so by answering at least the first three

 questions. 

b. NJDCA  

Leadership of the association met with the NJDCA and some stakeholders to push some 

warehousing legislation. The legislation would have forced the County Planning Boards 

to review certain warehouse developments over a certain size, and would have resulted 

in a bunch of different studies that would need to be undertaken by the County 

Planning Board, but would not have actually changed any aspect of the municipal land 
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use law or the County Planning Act to give the County Planning Board any authority over 

the eventual approval of those projects. The concept was ultimately not approved which 

is a good step forward. 

 

C. APA County Planning Division 

They held their first meeting last month and their next meeting will be held on February 

29, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. They will be discussing open leadership committee positions, of 

which there are about 5. Mr. Bradford stated that he would be sending a flyer next 

week, and he encourages people to attend.  

 

8. Mr. Saleh discussed the draft meeting schedule for the 2024 meetings, noting that there are 

a few open dates available; one in March and one in July. The meetings will either be held in 

person or online, and the next meeting dated is April 19, 2024. Mr. Saleh also stated that if 

there are any changes to committees, or if there’s any interest in becoming involved in those 

committees, they should let Mr. Saleh know. The special meeting will be held in June in 

Westfield, NJ. Ms. Michelin made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Adam 

Bradford (Passaic). The meeting was adjourned at 1 p.m. 

 

 

County Attendees   Affiliation 

 

Ranea Fehr    Atlantic 

Frances Brown   Atlantic 

Tom Stanuikynas   Burlington 

Elena Gable    Cumberland 

Sophia Calcaterra-Hull  Hudson 

Marcella Traina   Hudson 

Kevin Force    Hudson 

Katherine Fullerton   Hunterdon 

Bob Hornby    Hunterdon 
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Frank Bell    Hunterdon 

Andrew Lloyd    Mercer 

Mike Dannemiller   Middlesex 

Nick Tufaro    Middlesex 

Laurie Sobel    Middlesex 

Joe Barris    Monmouth 

Bridget Neary    Monmouth 

Harriet Honigfield   Monmouth 

Virginia Michelin   Morris 

Vicki Pecchioli    Ocean 

Andras Holzmann   Passaic 

Adam Bradford   Passaic 

Walt Lane    Somerset 

Tom Boccino    Somerset 

Erika Phillips    Somerset 

Tom Drabic    Sussex 

Ryan Conklin    Warren 

 

 

Partners/Presenters   Affiliation 

 

Donna Rendeiro   SPC/ORA 

Jason Kasler    NJPO 

Simran Riar    NJDCA 

Laura Kerr    SIT, NJ Sea Grant, NJCRC 

Assemblyman Gerry Scharfenberger LD-13 

Maria Connoly    NJDCA 

 


